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LETTER I. 


GENTLEMEN, 
T is not to be ſuppoſed that you are 


his religion, when he declares before 
the tribunal of Pilate ; © my kingdom is 
* not of this world.” Its Origin was divine 
and heavenly. Other Sovereigns have 
marked their way to a throne with con- 
' queſts and blood, or at leaſt hold their 
crowns by the more peaceable titles and 
claims of hereditary right, or the choice 
of a free people : but Chriſt became a 
Prince and King, not through blood, 


nor by the will of the fleſh, nor by the 


will of man, but by God. The Plan of 
this kingdom was formed in the counſels 
oo the eternal mind, Cer the world began, 

B and 


ſtrangers to that juſt and noble de- 
ſcription our Lord gives of the nature of 


46 


and its erection and eſtabliſhment was 


the ſole work of God. In the Nature 


of its laws and ſanctions it is not of | 
this world: the former are directed to 
other and ſublimer views, than what 
conſtitute the objects of human legiſla- 
ture; and the latter re derived, not 
from fines, impriſonment, and death, 
the inſtruments men ,employ to ſecure 
obedience, but from the glory and ter- 
rors of a future, unſeen ſtate. Jt did 
not owe its Introdu#ion amongſt men to 
the arts of policy, the intrigues of the 
cabinet, or the ſchemes of ambition; to 
the « offers of honour and wealth, or the 
terror of heavy penalties, or to civil 
commotions and inſurrections. Nor did 


| Chciſt and his apoſtles attempt to ſecure, 


on Yuri a combination of the lower 
ranks of the people, or to make a 


Powerful intereſt among the ſervants, 


who in thoſe times were Aaves, by ex- 
citing them, with offers of aſſiſtance, 
from the influence of their autho- 
rity and miracles, to riſe and attempt 


the recovery of their liberty. Our Lord 
adopted 


tak 
adopted, indeed, 10 worldly method of 
_ planting his Goſpel : though never any 
one poſſeſſed /o many advantages and op- 


portunities for t forming a worldly 
kingdom, and then incorporating his reli- 


gion with his government; ſuch were 


his knowledge of the hearts of men, a 


power of working miracles at pleaſure, 
a command over all nature, and the 
biaſſes and inclinations of the Jewiſh 
people towards an earthly kingdom : 
theſe were advantages an aſpiring mind 
might eaſily have converted to the pur- 
poſes of ambition and power. But Chriſt 
waved and diſclaimed every thing of that 
kind. 8 
His kingdom was not of this world: 
yet his diſciples, in after ages, as if they 
knew better than their maſter how to 
advance the intereſt of his religion, 
have employed the ſword to ſpread it, 
and the ſceptre to ſupport it. They 
have formed à close alliance betwixt his 
church and the ſtate; have diſtinguiſhed 
the miniſters of his religion from its 
common profeſſors, not by their ſuperior 
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BE 
knowledge and purity of character, but 
by holy orders, revenues, and honours, 
and have reſtrained the Goſpel by human 
penalties. In modern Chriſtianity the 
magiſtrate is made the head of the 
church: the teachers of it are the mini- 


feers of the ſlate; and, as if it was the 


intention to ſuperſede the future judg- 
ment of Chriſt another day, his diſci- 
ples are already rewarded or puniſhed 
according as they receive, or reje the 
Goſpel when modelled by the will of 
man. Nay, the time was, when the 
magiſtrate, from love to the ſouls of his 


ſubjects, would burn their bodies, and 
would ſooner loſe all the fervices of a 
-uſeful member of the community, than 


that he ſhould live in the belief of a dif- 
ferent faith from his own. In our 


times, theſe cruel and impolitic exer- 


tions of power, for the ſake of Chriſt, 
are diſclaimed, at leaſt in proteſtant 


countries. Yet, even in the preſent 


day, Chriſtianity continues incorporated 
with the ſtate ; and the ſtate, if it does 
not draw the ſiword, employs the terror 


1 
of its edicts to limit and reſtrain the pro- 
feſſion of it. All Chriſtians enjoy not 
that equal claim, their merit as citizens 
ſhould give them, to the emoluments 
and advantages of the government they 
live under. Many are excluded from 
all poſts of honour and profit, merely on 
account of their religious ſentiments: 


and ſome are expoſed to the execution 


of ſevere and cruel laws. If the former 
are contented, ſeeking their happineſs 


in the knowledge and profeſſion of the 


truth, and in the expectation of the 
honours of the great day, to fill only 
ſpheres of inferior reſpe& and uſefulneſs. 
in the community; there is no reaſon 
to be urged why the latter ſhould not 
ſeek a redreſs of the grievances they lie 
under, and uſe every dutiful meaſure to: 
obtain legal ſecurity and protection. 

You will ſuppoſe, I refer to the caſe of 
DissENTING MINISTERS, Who, accord- 
ing to the preſent laws, are liable to ſuffer 
by heavy penalties, unleſs they ſubſcribe 
to the doctrinal articles of the Church 
of England; and to that of DissENT ING 
N SCHOOL= 


„ 
School-MAs T ERS, who, under the 
ſanction of as ſevere ſtatutes, are oblized 
to declare that they will conform to the 
Liturgy, and frequent the divine ſer- 
vice, eſtabliſhed by the laws of theſe 
kingdoms. They have both, with pain, 
long ſeen themſelves expoſed to the ef- 
fets of theſe rigorous edicts, and at 


length attempts have been made in re- 

newed applications to Parliament for the 

relief of both. That theſe applications 

have been made, and what has been the 

ſucceſs of them, you are not indeed to be 

informed. The affair hath been tranſ- 

acted in a public manner, and the pro- 

greſs and circumſtances of it have been, 
from time to time, laid before you, in 

the public channels of News, My in- 
tention, therefore, cannot be to offer 

you any information on theſe heads; 
but to addreſs you, as perſons who have 

been witneſſes to, and intereſted in, theſe 

tranſactions. Some reflections have un- 

doubtedly ſuggeſted themſelves to your 

minds relative to this-occaſion ;. which 

it may be thought needleſs to mention, 

as being in themſelves too obvious to 
eſcape 


Fa 
eſcape your notice : yet perhaps their 
weight and uſefulneſs may be deemed 
an apology for attempting to place them 


in a light, that may cheriſh and 


ſtrengthen the impreſſions they leave. 


Permit me then, with great reſpe& and 


real affection, to ſubmit to your judg- 
ment and candour ſome conſiderations, 
that have this tendency and deſign. 
The 04je& of this application, Gentle- 
men, was truly important. The imme- 
diate object of it was to obtain legal ſe- 
curity for ſuch Diſſenting Miniſters, as 


cannot conſcientiouſly comply with the 


terms of toleration, and for thoſe who 
are concerned in the education of youth, 
and cannot conform to the liturgy and 
ſervice of the Church of England. Op- 
preſſive laws exiſt againſt ſuch, and ſe- 
vere” penalties are threatened. Laws 
which, if executed, would, for a time, 
confine us, who are miniſters, to a pri- 


ſon, abſolutely baniſh us from the place | 


of our former reſidence, in moſt in- 
ſtances ruin, and in all ſilence us: laws, 
which do not allow the indulgence of a 

1 Bail, 
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Bail, tempt, by the proſpect of intereſt, 
the malevolent, buſy, and mercenary, 
to lay an information, require the Juſ- 
tice to record ſuch a depoſition, upon 
oath, againſt us for preaching, and con- 
ſtitute this record a conviction of the 

offender *, The very mention of the 
| purport 


»The Jaws enact, that diſſenting n ſhall 
not come, or be, unleſs in paſſing upon the road, 
within five miles of any city, town corporate, or 


4 borough, that ſends burgeſſes to parliament ; ; or 
within five miles of any pariſh, town, or place, 


where they have taken upon them to preach ; 
upon forfeiture, for every ſuch offence, of the 
« ſum of forty pounds; one third to the King, ano- 
$ ther third to the poor of the Pariſh, and another 
e to him that ſhall ſue for it; and if ſuch a perſon 
& keep a ſchool, he ſhall forfeit likewife for every 


"6 ſuch offence, forty pounds; and any two Juſtices - 


<« of the peace may, upon oath made of any of theſe 
« offences, commit ſuch offender for ſix months, 
«« without bail, or mainprize. They are alſo liable, 
4 on conviction, upon oath of two witneſſes, be- 
« fore one or more Juſtices of the peace, of having 
« preached; for the firſt offence to a penalty of 
« twenty pounds; and for every ſuch offence 
te afterwards, to a penalty of forty pounds. And, 
% by another act, for every ſuch offence, they are 
# liable to * three months impriſonment, in the 


* common | 


$27 

purport and tendency of theſe laws is 

ſufficient to ſhew the importance of the 

object our application had in view: it 

was no leſs than the repeal of ſuch cruel 
edicts, and placing us on a footing that 
might offer nothing to raiſe our fears, 
nor afford a poſſibility of ſuffering. At 
preſent our ſafety and eaſe are owing only 
to Connivance. Connivance is but a em- 
porary relaxation of tyranny and perſecu- 
tion ; the connivance we enjoy, though 
it may make us eaſy as to the inclination 
of the magiſtrate, ſtill leaves us expoſed 
to the bigotry, malice, and avarice of 


the loweſt of the people, and the admi- 
niſtrator of juſtice, upon any perſon's 


© common jail, without bail or mainprize. And every 
c time they adminiſter the Lord's Supper, they are 


«« liable to a penalty of one hundred pounds; one 


mojety to the king, another moiety to be divided 
c between the poor of the pariſh, and ſuch perſon 
4 or perſons as ſhall ſue for the ſame by action of 
F debt, bill, plaint, or information, in any court 


** of record, wherein no eſſoign, protection, or 


„ wager of law ſhall be allowed.” See the Caſe of 
Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters and School-maſters : 
. or any of the nen of the Are to Par- 
liament. 
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6 6100) 
offering to make depoſition on oath 
againſt us, is under an obligation and 
neceſſſty to receive it, and puniſſi us; to 
Puniſo us it is not proper to ſay, where 
there is no guilt: rather, he is neceſſi- 
tated umigbteonſy to harraſs us, to diſ- 
tteſs us in violation of equity arti huma- 
nity, though under the ſanction of law, 
and in a proteſtant land to perſecute the 
moſt genuine Proteſtants. In this caſe, 
what do we aſk ? Only that the law may 
protect, where it now leaves us ob- 
noxious to danger and ſuffering, and 
that the magiſtrate may be ſaved from 
the cruel neceſſity of inflicting penalties 
and calamities on thoſe, whom; as a 
magiſtrate of Britain, we ſuppoſe, he 
will deem it- his duty and felicity to de- 
fend in the undiſturbed enjoyment of 
their rights. In the preſent ſituation of 
things, the toleration is not complete, 
and we are not in poſſeſſion of our Full, 
nuturui rights. If exempted from ſuffer- 
ing, we are left to fear, and, if not ac- 
tually fined and impriſoned, we are in 
danger of both, Is this a condition, in 
Which 


(11 
which a prudent, ingenuous ant liberal 
mind can acquieſce? A man, who is not 
indifferent to the rights, with which the 
author of nature hath inveſted him, and 


who knows that conſcience ought'to be 


left in the enjoyment of perfect freedom 


and eaſe, will ſeek ſomething more than 


a partial toleration, or liberty by conni- 


vance. It is a juſt and commendable 


object of his wiſhes and purfuits, that it 
may not be in the power of others to 
abridge his rights; and that, if laws are 
in being which threater his liberty and 
ſecurity, they may not be forgotten 
merely through the lenity of the times, 


but repealed and aboliſhed, In this 
view, the end of our application was 


deſirable and important: if it is at all a 
matter of moment not to have the free- 


dom of our perſons, and the poſſeffion 


of our property, lie at mercy and diſere- 

tion. N | | 

But what I chiefly mean by the im- 

portance of the object is the ſpect it has 

on the cauſe of religious liberty, at-large, 

and that of pure Chriſtianity. The 
| prayer 
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prayer of the petition could not have 
been obtained without a general happy 
influence. The truth of the matter is, 
(though it is a melancholy truth, and 
what ſome may not be willing to hear) 
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60 


that all the eccleſiaſtical powers of the 


Chriſtian world have left the true, 


pure, ſimple religion; and teach 
for doctrines the commandments of 
men. They are all (ſays a learned 
and excellent writer in the Church of 
England) merchants of the earth, 
and have ſet up a kingdom of this 
world, abounding in riches, tempo- 
ral power, and external pomp. They 
have all a dogmatizing ſpirit, and 
perſecute ſuch as do not receive their 
own mark, and worſhip the image 
which they have ſet up, They all ne- 
gle& Chriſt's command of preaching 
the goſpel to all nations, and even that 
of going to the Joſt ſheep of the houſe 
of Iſrael, there being innumerable 
multitudes in all Chriſtian countries, 
who have never been taught to read, 
and who are in other reſpects alſo, 
Ms deſtitute 


ce 


R 


ce deſtitute of the means of ſaving know- 


« ledge. It is very true, that the 
«© Church of Rome is Babylon the Great, 
% and the mother of harhts, and of the 
* abominations of the earth. But all the 
reſt have copied her example, more or 
leſs. They have all received money, 
c like Gehazi, and therefore the le- 
e proſy of Naaman will cleave to them, 
© and to their ſeed for ever &.“ Unleſs 
they correct and reform, and return to 
pure Chriſtianity. And is it ſpeaking 
in too high terms, is it ſpeaking beyond 
the truth of the importance of the late 
application, that its ſucceſs would have 
been the beginning of a further reforma- 
tion, a ſep towards the reſtoration of 
the ſimplicity and authority of the goſ- 
pel ? Our perſonal protection and ſecu- 
rity would, undoubtedly, have been 
the direct and more immediate effect 
of it : but it would have reached 
further, it promiſed more. A more 
enlarged and liberal toleration would 


* 


5 


Hartley's Obſervation on Man, V. II. p. 370. 
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have taken place, than hath yet been 


known in theſe kingdoms. There 


would have been a further abolition of 
the.reſtraints and. diſcouragements, that 


have been ſo detrimental to the cauſe of 


liberty and truth. The declaration pro- 
poſed to be accepted in the room of ſub- 
ſcription to the articles of the Church 


of England runs in this form: 1 


c H. B. do declare, as in the preſence 
« of Almighty God, that I am a Chri- 


c ſtian and a Proteſtant; and that as 


ec ſuch I do receive the revelation of the 
sc will of God, contained in the ſcrip- 


* tures of the Old and New Teſtament, 
& as the rule of my faith and practice.“ 


Had our petition been heard, and this 
declaration admitted, a Point of material 
conſequence to genuine Chriſtianity | 


would have been ſecured. For human 


explications of the doctrine of Chriſt 
would have loſt, in a great meaſure, 
their power: it might have been ſaid, 
that for once Chriſtianity was eſtabliſhed, 
which hitherto has not been ſo much as 
tolerated. The goſpel would have been 

ſo 
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ſo far ſet free from the burthen of hu- 


man articles, inforced by human threats 


and worldly ſanctions. This, in i. 


tendency, could not but have been fa- 
vourable to the cauſe of truth, and reli- 
gious liberty at large. It would have 
been a ſtep towards an univerſal tolera- 
tion, an advance made towards the total 


abolition of the force of human determi- 


nations about the truths of God's word. 
This would have rendered future endea- 
vours to ſet the conſciences of Chriſtians, 
in the concerns of religion, free from 
the decifions and authority of men, 


more eaſy and practicable. Poſterity 


would have had leſs to do; the enlarge- 


of liberty would have invited them to 


uſe further efforts in this good cauſe, 
and raiſed flattering hopes of greater ſuc- 


ceſs. However, for the preſent, theſe 
pleaſing proſpects are cut off, and theſe 


generous hopes are blaſted. If this ten- 
dency, and theſe conſequences of our 
being heard, did not eſcape the fore- 
ſight of that ſacred bench, who had a 
principal influence in the rejection of 

our 
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„ 
our bill: if they even put a negative 
upon our prayer, in order to prevent and 
diſcourage further attempts in the good 
work of reformation, in the glorious 
cauſe of Chriſtian Liberty *: if this was 


It was a notable obſervation of a wiſe Father, 


and no leſs ingenuouſly confeſſed ; ©* That thoſe 


& which held and perſuaded preſſure of conſciences, 
© were commonly intereſted therein themſelves for 
<« their own ends.” Lord Bacon's Eſſays, p. 11. 

© All who are intereſted in the ſupport of the an- 
© zichriſtian effabliſhments, which uſurp an undue au- 
© thority over the conſciences of men, and whoſe 


© wealth and power are advanced by them, are at 
© this very time in a ſtate of general conſternation, 


© both at home and abroad; ſeeing their principles 
© and maxims univerſally decried, and their unjuſt 


© claims aſſailed from a great variety of quarters, ſo 


© that their kingdom is Now full of darkneſs, and they 


are gnawing their tongues for pain, but without re- 


© penting of their deeds, Rev. xvi. 10. And we are 
© authorized, my brethren, by the ſpirit which fore- 


© told both this corruption of Chriſtianity, and the 
© reſtoration of it from this deplorably corrupted ſtate, 
to enjoy their confuſion and diſtreſs ; and, toge- 
© ther with the powers of heaven, and the holy apo- 


© files and prophets, to rejoice at the fall of this my/ti- 
© cal Babylon, ſince it is God that avengeth us of ber, 


| Rev. xviii. 20. Dr. Prieſiley's Farewel Sermon at 
: Leads, p. 37, 38. 
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the caſe, then non audeo totum dicere. 
«© When it fo happens, that perſons in 
& high ſtations in the church (i e. of 
% Chriſt) have their eyes enlightened, 
and ſee the corruptions and deficiences 
* of it, they muſt incur the prophetical 
« cenſures in the higheſt degree, if they 
e ſtill concur; nay, if they do not en- 
ce deavour to reform and purge out theſe 
« defilements.” “ The corrupt gover- 


© nors of the ſeveral churches will ever 


e oppoſe the true Goſpel, and in ſo doing 
« will bring ruin upon themſelves . 
However, though ſucceſs has not 
crowned our endeavours, the exce/Jency 
of our Principles, and of our Cauſe, has 
been more conſpicuouſly manifeſted, 
and fully diſplayed by this Application. 
No ſet of people, perhaps, have been 
more unfortunate with reſpe& to the 
opinion entertained of them by their fel- 


low Chriſtians. We have been regarded 


as an inconfiderable ſect, whoſe judg- 


* Hartley's Obſervations on Man, p, | 371. 
Vol. II. | 
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ment was weak, their 1 deſtitute af a 
liberal taſte, and their manners tinctured 


with enthuſiaſm, or formed by hypo- 


criſy. 
But we have, in thelate e en- 


| Joyed this felicity, that they have given 


us an opportunity to explain and hold 
up our principles to the public conſide- 
ration. They have, of courſe, introdu- 


ced ſome of our miniſters to the acquain= 


tance and. converſation of the learned and 
the great, and have given occaſion to vin- 
dications of our petition, that will do 


| honour to the writers and the cauſe. 


The grounds of our application, which 
are the ſame with, our leading and diſ- 
tinguiſhing principles, have been ſet in 
different points of view. One writer, in 
a clear and ſolid piece, hath inveſtigated 
the principles of Toleration, Another, 
with equal good ſenſe, hath, in a judi- 
cious eſſay, more fully illuſtrated! ite x- 
tent, as well as the arguments on which 
it depends. Others have, in a ſtrain of 
cloſe reaſoning, and ſpirited addreſs, 
0; ans the equity of our petition, and 

_ diſplayed 


| 6 . 
diſplayed the nature of our principles. 
All have difcovered a liberal mind and a 


candid fpirit, and have in general tem- 


pered the warmth of their apologies 
with delicacy and politeneſs. Whilſt 
they have written like men pleading for 


their rights, they have not forgot the 


reſpect due to their ſuperiors. They 
have written like men, who were con- 
ſeious they were writing on the fide of 


truth, and therefore did not need to have 


recourſe to artifice, aſperity, and bitter- 


neſs, the ſuccors of a bad cauſe. The 
provfs of this are before the Public, and 


I am greatly miſtaken, if their ſuffrage 
will not ſupport my aſſertions. Such a 
method of writing certainly beſpeaks, 
and illuſtrates the excellence of the 
principles explained and defended. This 


is the dreſs, in which truth loves to ap- 


pear. It is remarkable, that though a 


variety of pieces have been drawn up or 


the ſame queſtion, which one would 
think was too plain and obvious to ad- 
mit of much diſcuſſion; yet ſomething 
new has been advanced, or the ſubject 

| C2 has 
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has been ſet in a different light by every 
author, and has certainly received no 
ſmall advantage from being placed in 
many different points of view; yet a 
beautiful uniformity and agreement in 
the ſame general principles has been vi- 
ſible throughout all. Though theſe pub- 
lications have been penned by gentle- 
men, whoſe ſentiments on the particular 
doctrines of Chriſtianity have been ſup- 
poſed greatly to vary from one another: 
one heart has united them here; the 
ſame devout attachment to the ſole au- 
thority of Chriſt, the ſame generous re- 
gards to the rights of conſcience have 
- dictated their arguments, and glowed in 
their addreſſes. Doth not this indicate 
a real excellency in our principles ? Here 
is an harmony and ſimplicity to which 
ercor is a ſtranger. It appears, that they 
admit of being propoſed in the moſt ad- 
vantageous manner, and of being ſet in 
fuck various lights as may be fit for the 
convincing of all, and for heightening the 
aſſurance of each. The prejudices im- 
bibed againſt the Pa and the ob- 


jections 


„ 
jections that have been urged by different 
perſons, and from different motives, 
have proved the ſolidity and ſtrength of 
our cauſe. It hath really gained by op- 
poſition, and, like genuine gold, ap- 
pears the purer for being tried. There 
is not that uncertainty about our princi- 
ples, as ſubſiſts in the church of Eng- 
land about the deſign of its ſubſcription, 
and the ſenſe of its articles. Our prin- 
ciples are ſimple and divine, included in 
the words, and built on the authority of 
our great Lawgiver, vid. That one is 
* our Maſter, even Chrift.” In the 
words of a noble Peer, We contend 
for a Scripture Creed and Scripture 
« Worſhip; whilſt, in the Church of 
„England, they have a Calviniſtical 
« Creed, a popiſb Liturgy, and Armi- 
« nian preaching.” Our principles are 
evidently calculated to preſerve the au- 
thority of divine Revelation, and to give 
it that weight it ought to have in all 
religious concerns, that of being our 
only guide and rule. Upon our princi- 
ples, that honour and ſubmiſſion is paid 

„ C3 | to 


1 
to the ſacred Scriptures that is due to 
them, as containing a diſcovery of the di- 
vine will and counſels, as ſupported by 
the ſanction of Miracles, and fpeaking 
to us in the Name of God. Divine 
Truth is thus left to ſhine by its own, 
not a borrowed light; to diſplay its na- 
tive ſplendor, unſullied by human 
weakneſs, unobſcured by clouds of er- 
ror; and to prevail and overcome oppo- 
ſition by the force of pure evidence. 
& AcoNTIUs, in his ſeventh book of 
* the Sratagems of Satan, hath this 
obſervation, "That is the” fewith 
« Church, pious Princes often. reſtored 
« the Jewiſh worſhip to its primitive 
« purity, not by making a new confeſ- 
« fjon of their faith, but always by 
« reading the ſcriptures to the people; 
% and thus they aboliſhed all the foot- 
te ſteps of idolatry and ſuperſtition. And 
« why, ſays he, ſhould we think cur 
& wiſdom greater than the wiſdom of 
* thoſe religious Kings whoſe proceed- 
« ings God ſo well approved of. For, 
ff ſays he further, What we Chriſtians 


** Once 


tw) 


% once admit as part of the confeſſion 


„of our faith, we cleave fo ſtiffly to, 


e that we chooſe rather to offer violence 
© to the word of God, than ſuffer ſuch 
* opinions to be contradicted, And fo 


«© we make the words of men of more 


* authority than is the word of God. 
Therefore, in my judgment, faith he, 
** we had belt 40 return to the Scrip- 


© tures themſelves, to which every party 


* appeals for the ſupport of their own 
* opinions, and make that alone the 
* ſymbol of agreement. Every. other 
* ſcheme of uniting fails us—this can- 
o Application, of 
which 1 am ſpeaking, furniſhes an ex- 
ample of the excellency of our principles 
in this reſpect. On this large bottom 
of the authority of Scripture, nine 
hundred Diſſenting Miniſters have united 
in the ſame deſign: but if any particu- 
lar Explication, or ſet of Articles had 
been propoſed as a ſubſtitute for the 


* An Attempt to explain he words, Reaſon, 
Subſtance, c. p. 207. 
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thirty-nine Articles, it would have pro- 


duced diſputes, cauſed diviſions, and 


deſtroyed the ſpirit of harmony and 
friendſhip, that hath fo generally ſube 


| fiſted amongſt the whole body through 


the kingdom, as well as, in particular, 


amongſt thoſe to whom the management 


of the application was committed, When 
the Scriptures come to be regarded by 
every one in practice, and not in words 


only, as the ſole Rule of our Faith, and 


Chriſt Jeſus as our ſole Maſter and Head, 


| we may promiſe ourſelves (ſuch is the 
| tendency of our principles) truth will be 


more eaſily found out, and pure religion 
be much more prevalent. The views of 
a party will then yield to the intereſts of 
Chriſtianity ; and the deſire of proſe- 
lyting to our faith will give way to a 
more liberal and Chriſtian deſire of lead- 
ing men to ſtudy freely, and obey uni- 
formly the Goſpel of our common Lord 
and Saviour *, This, with truth and vir- 
tue, 

Ce qui perpetue le ſchiſme parmi les Proteſtans, 
c'eſt que les Theologiens aiment mieux avoir des 
diſciples 


s 
tue, would diffaſe candor, peace, and 
love, 

When ſuch are our principles, is it 
ſurprizing, that, whilſt our cauſe hath 
been in agitation, it hath gained new 
advocates : that the juſtice and equity 
of the Bill hath been clearly diſcerned 
and more generally acknowledged; and 
that our characters, as friends to the 
rights of conſcience, and as men of in- 
tegrity in the profeſſion of religion, have 
procured applauſe ? ? It hath been ſeen, 
that let our principles be embraced, and 
have their influence, every man will 
worſhip his Creator unmoleſted, and 
every man profeſs his ſentiments uncen- 
ſured and unthreatened. It hath been 
ſeen, that we are no friends to the policy, 
which would ſupport religion by inſin- 
cerity, and maintain a reverence, in ap- 
pearance, for articles, which, in deed 
and in truth, are doubted and diſclaimed. 
It hath been ſeen, that we can not ſuffer 
our hands to ſubſcribe what our hearts 


diſciples que d'en donner 3 Jeſus-Chriſt Mes 
PENSEES, p. 138. 8 
do 
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do not cordially approve ; nor allow our- 
felves to avow from the deſk, in the 
preſence of God and the congregation, 
as our faith, what we hall eſteem it a 
daty to Truth to contradict and confute 
from the pulpit. It hath been ſeen, that 
our principles are moſt friendly to man- 
kind, and honourable to Chriſtianity. 
Hence they have been adopted and 
urged with the power of eloquence, and 
the weight of exalted ranks in the great 
Senate of the Nation. Reaſon and Piety 
have eſpouſed and ſupported them. May 
we not conſider theſe things as a pre- 
famption, as a proof of the authority and 
excellence they poſſeſs? Do they not 
riſe, Gentlemen, in-your eſteem, when 
you ſee the new advocates they have 
gained over, and the honourable counte- 
nance they have received ? Could falſe- 
hood have ſtood the inſpection of ſuch 
judges ?. And could weak unintereſting 
principles have gone on to convince, and 
obtain patrons, uninfluenced by the open 
approbation of Government, and againſt 
the nen of Prelacy ? ? We may be al- 
_ lowed 


4 * „ 
lowed ſurely to triumph, if not in the 
grant of our prayer, yet in the native 
excellency and power of the grounds on 
which we at. We may be allowed, if 
not to celebrate the ſucceſs of our Peti- 
tion, yet to cry out, GREAT IS THE 
TRUTH, AND MIGHTY -ABOVE ALL 
THINGS. 

Another reflection ſu ggeſted by che! late 
application to Parliament, is the unhappy 
influence the interpgſition of human editts 
and ſanctions has on religion, When 
the profeſſion of Chriſtianity at large, 
or the reception of particular modes and 
opinions in religion, is recommended by 
the offers of worldly advantages and 
emoluments, and enforced by worldly 
penalties; ſuch eonſtitutions tempt men 
to make a gain of godlingſi, and draw off 
the thoughts from the only genuine and 
acceptable motives to religion, thoſe 
that ariſe from a regard to the authority 
and favour of the Almighty. The appeal 
may be lodged with you, Gentlemen, 
what is the tendency, what muſt be the 
n of the ſtatutes that exiſt with re- 

ſpect 
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ſpect to Diſſenters, when the execution 
of them is apprehended. Their lying 


dormant, to whatever cauſe it is owing, 


does not alter their real nature. The 


genuine conſequence of ſuch reſtraints 


and laws is, that the attention of the 
human- mind is diverted from the reve- 
lation of God to the inſtitutions of the 
magiſtrate ; and Religion reſts not on the 
ſole authority of the divine Being, but on 


the votes of earthly legiſlators. The laws 


of Chriſt were purely divine and ſpi- 
ritual, relating chiefly to the inward 
temper and the ſtate of the mind towards 
the Father of Spirits : but here the laws 
enacted relate only to rites and ceremo- 
nies, or an outward profeſſion, agree- 
able to the dictates of Men. In the 
kingdom of Chriſt the reaſon and judg- 
ment of men are addreſſed, but in this 
caſe their intereſt, the love of gain, and 
the fear of calamity, are worked upon ; 
the motives and ſanctions employed are 


derived only from what this world can 


offer, or inflict. Eaſe and advancement 
in the preſent ſtate, inſtead of a future, 
unſeen 


4 2 

unſeen inheritance in heaven, becomes 
the aim of the ſoul. Jeſus diſcouraged, 
but human laws, in favour of religion, 
inflame and cheriſh the hope of ſecular 
greatneſs, or earthly proſperity. Ac- 
cording to the Goſpel, religion is to 
render the tribute of homage and grati- 
tude due to 'our heavenly Father : but, 
in this caſe, it degenerates into a way 
of obtaining eaſe and ſecurity, into a 
compliance with the will and opinions 
of Men. The force of Chriſt's ſanctions 
is unſpeakably weakened, inaſmuch as 
others of an oppoſite kind are employed. 
In ſhort, religion is placed on a different 
footing, is directed to different objects, 
is animated by different aims, and, con- 
trary to the nature of Chriſt's kingdom, 
becomes a thing of this world. This 
is the genius and influence of the laws, 
the repeal of which we have ſolicited. 


Have not ſuch ſtatutes then an unhappy 


and hurtful influence, an influence re- 
pugnant to the ſpirit of genuine religion: 
inſtead of aſſiſting piety, they deſtroy it; 
inſtead of cheriſhing the ſacred flame of 
1 zeal 
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(350) | 
zeal for God and truth, they quench it. 
Were the edicts in being againſt Diſ- 
ſenting Miniſters executed, what advan- 
tages would religion. receive from it? 
Would the darkneſs of a priſon. throw 
ſuch light around us, that we ſhould 
immediately fee the truth of the Arti- 
cles of the Church, and the beauties of 
her Worſhip? Would fines win us over to 
the love of her conſtitution? Would an 
excluſion from the towns where our moſt 
valuable and deareſt connections lie, in- 
vite us into her communion ? Whatever 
obedience- theſe. laws might procure, it 
would be extorted by force; and what- 
ever conformity they might produce, it 
would be that of hypocrites. And can 
any laws, that reſtrain- or limit religion, 


be mentioned, that are not in their nature 


like theſe, inconſiſtent with the ſpirit of 
genuine piety, and in their effects as 
truly, if not equally, deſtructive of the 
rights of humanity, and uſeleſs for ob- 
taining the ends for which they were 
framed Docs wiſdom then dictate the 
continuance: of laws; that defeat the-end 
ney 


* 

they are deſigned to anſwer ? or, does a 
concern for the intereſts of religion urge 
the perpetuity of edicts, that are oppo- 
ite to its ſpirit. and genius? No, wiſ- 
dom and piety both plead for the repeal 
of ſuch laws; and that every man be 
left to think freely, and without. awe, 
or reſtraint, profeſs his ſentiments. 

I have the pleaſure to think and ſpeak 
here with the learned Biſhop of Oxford, 
and cannot deny myſelf the ſatisfaction af 
quoting an excellent paſſage from him ; 
as it will ſet this point in rather a dif- 
ferent, but ſtriking light. It is of 
e the utmoſt importance to the cauſe of 
e true religion, that it be /ubmitted ta 
« an. open and impartial. examination; 
e that every diſquiſition concerning it 
«© be allowed. its full courſe; that. even 
« the malice of its enemies ſhould have full 
«*« ſcope, and try its utmoſt firength of ar- 
« gument againſt it. Let no man. be 
% alarmed at the attempt of Atheiſts, of 
e .Infidels; let them produce their 
« cauſe; let them bring forth their 
0 ant reaſons, to their own confuſion: 

afford 


93 
et afford them not the advantage of re- 
te ftramt, the only advantage which 
* their cauſe admits of; let them not 
* boaſt the falſe credit of ſuppoſed ar- 
« guments and pretended demonſtra- 
© tions, which they are forced to ſup- 
« preſs. Let no one lightly entertain 
« ſuſpicions of any ſerious propoſal for 
* the advancement of religious know- 
* ledge ; nor out of unreaſonable preju- 
« dice endeavour to obſtruct any en- 
* quiry, that profeſſes to aim at the 
& farther illuſtration of the great Scheme 
« of the Goſpel in general, or the re- 
% moval of. any error in any part, in 
* faith, in doctrine, in practice, or in 
e worſhip. An opinion is not therefore 
de falſe, becauſe it contradicts receiued 
e notions : but whether true, or falſe, 
& let it be ſubmitted to a fair examina- 
« fin; TRUTH mult in the end be a 
«© GAINER by it, and appear with the 
6 greater evidence. Where freedom 
4 of enquiry is maintained under the 
ce direction of the ſincere word of God, 
cc falſchood may, perhaps, triumph for 
«Cc a 


„ 

* a day, but to-morrow truth will cer- 
5 tainly prevail, and every ſucceeding 

* day will confirm her ſuperiority *.“ 
This is ingenuouſly to own that penal 
laws and reſtraints are hurtful and inex- 
pedient. And this is confirmed by the 
hiſtory of the Chriſtian Church, and of 
the pagan world. The union of religion 
with the ſtate amongſt the heathens, 
maintained, in more enlightened times, 
the continued uſe of the ſuperſtitions 
and idolatries of former ages : and the 
eſtabliſhments of Paganiſm over- ruled 
the tendency, and obſtructed the influ- 
ence of the wiſer, purer and more uſe- 


* Dr. (now Bp.) Lowth's Sermon, at the Viſi- 
tation of the Biſhop of Durham, July 25, 1758. 
Monthly Review for October, 1758, p. 415. : 

+ * The eſtabliſhed religion of the Romans was 
© no other than an engine of ſtate, which could not 
© be ſhaken without the utmoſt danger, or rather 
<« perhaps without the total ſubverſion of their civil 
% government, Accordingly we find them ſtrongly 
<* inculcating a tenacious obſervance of all its rites : 
« Majorum inftituta tueri (ſays Cicero) ſacris 
c czremoniiſque retinendis, ſapientis eſt,” Mel- 
5 moth's Pliny, Vol. II. p. 676, the note. 
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ful doctrine taught by the philoſophers. 
This could do but little to reform the 


people, for the law of the country was 
againſt them. 


But it is not one of the leaſt evils at- 
tending the forming of ſuch laws, that 
their very ex flence gives them a perpe- 

Zuity, Like thoſe of the Medes and 
Perſians, the laws, relative to religion 
in all countries, and in theſe free and 
enlightened lands, alter not. A Preſ- 
byter of our church, with great pro- 
priety, aſks; if the Athanaſian Creed 
«© had never been inſerted in our Li- 
% turgy, would it be now inſerted ? 
Whether the oz/y pretence for, keeping 
it there, is not, becauſe it is there. 
« already 4?“ In. the caſe before us, 
though wiſdom, equity, and humanity, 
proteſt againſt them, the laws are not 
to be aboliſhed ; though the ſpirit of the 
times and the ſenſe of mankind'urged 
their repeal ; though the moſt diſtin- 


cc 


CC 


t An Attempt to explain the TO Reaſon, 
N e. p. 245. 
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guiſhed members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons exerted their talents in favour of 
a repeal ; though a great majority in the 

Senate voted their repeal; though ſome 
of the Peers, moſt eminent for learning 
and eloquence, and in moral worth, 
were advocates for the repeal ; though. 
the nature and ſpirit of the Act of To- 
leration itſelf was on the ſide of the re- 
peal ;—Yet they are {till to diſgrace our 
ſtatute book ; yet they {till exiſt to ſhew, 
that when laws have been once formed, 
the influence of the moſt independent 
characters, of the moſt conſummate abi- 
lities, and of the moſt oppoſite parties, 
is not able to annihilate edits, which it 
would be a notorious violation of juſtice, 
equity, and humanity to execute. They 
are, and therefore they ſhall continue to 
be. So difficult a matter is it to pro- 
cure that to be ſet aſide, which the 
weakneſs and ignorance, if not iniquity 
of former ages, hath eſtabliſned. Even 
the attention that ſhould be paid to ten- 
der conſciences, the rights of humanity, 
and the ſacred, important nature of reli- 
D 2 =. * 
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gion, though they urge an alteration 
and abolition, cannot procure it. That 


a law is already in being, gives it a du- 


ration and ſecurity almoſt as firm, as 
what it could deiive from the irrevocable 
decrees of fate. Thus the edicts, here 
referred to, exiſt, to hold forth a leſſon of 
wiſdom and caution to poſterity, how 


they enact laws it may be the work of 


ages to abrogate ; and which, though 
iniquitous in themſelves, may come to 
be deemed, becauſe they are laws, vene- 
rable and politic. If ſtatutes, that thus 
encumber religion, and infringe the 
rights of conſcience, can ſo maintain 
their being ; when will Chriſtianity be 
totally reſcued from human reſtraints ; 
when will the Goſpel be ſuffered to diſ- 
play its native beauties, exert its power 
uncontrouled, and ſhine forth with its 
own light and luſtre, pure and un- 
clouded ?——O ! Lord, holy and true, 
how long? 

Confidering theſe things, conſidering 
the danger and calamities to which your 
miniſters and the inſtructors of your off- 
ſpring 


1 3) 
Pei have been expoſed, by the very 
exiſtence of ſuch laws againſt them, you, 
Gentlemen, will not think it fanatical, 
if you are called to reflect with ge- 
nerous and devout pleaſũre on the ſecu- 
rity and eaſe, they have in general en- 
joyed. In general J ſay, for there have 
ariſen inſtances of Diſſenting Miniſters 
being nominated to pariſh offices, from 
which they were excuſed only by pro- 
ducing their qualifications; of enquiry” 
being made whether they had ſubſcribed, 
and of School Maſters being proſecuted 
for keeping ſchool without licence. In 
different parts of the kingdom, and many 
times theſe vexatious proſecutions have 
been undertaken, or threatned 4. A ſtep 
of this kind had like to have entirely 
prevented, or at leaſt leſſened the uſeful- 
neſs of the learned and excellent Dr. Dod- 
dridge. For, ſoon after his ſettle- 
60 ment at Northampton, a nm 


t See the account of the 8 of the De- 
puties and Committee appointed to take care of the 


civil affairs of the Diſſenters. 1768. 
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*« was commenced againſt him in the 
& ecclefiaſtical court, by ſome dignitaries 
% of the Church of England, for teach- 
“ ing an academy. And the Clergy 
* ſeemed determined to carry on the 
proſecution with vigour ; notwith- 
ſtanding many acknowledgments they 
made of his learning and modera- 
tion, and many compliments they 
«« perſonally paid him on that account. 
% And a ſtop was not put to it before 
t the expreſs order of his late Majeſty 
« forbad the proceedings 8. So that 
the laws againſt us have not been 
wholely a dead letter; that we have 
not met more commonly and frequently 
with injurious treatment, that they have 


A 
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* 


* 


never been in one inſtance rigorouſly 


executed, nor diſplayed all their terrors 
in ſuch a courſe of time, is to us rather 


a matter of ſurprize and admiration ; 


eſpecially when we reflect what treat- 


ment is, in all caſes, to be expected 


Dr. Doddridge's Liſe by Mr. Orton, octavo 
— p. 251. 
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from the influence of a-party ſpirit, and 
what is to be apprehended when per- 
ſonal prejudices, or the views of intereſt 
inflame the ſpirit of bigotry. We can- 
not but reſolve the ſecurity, we have in 
general actually enjoyed, into the care 
of a kind and over-ruling Providence; 
and feel ourſelves ſtrongly prompted to 
adore and praiſe that Being, who hath 
all hearts and all times in his hands. 

One circumſtance moſt propitious to 
our religious privileges, and which ſum- 
mons our gratitude, whilſt it calms the 
fears the nature of the laws is ſo unkindly 
ſuited to raiſe, is the genius of the times 
in which the divine Providence hath 
caſt our exiſtence. Never were the 
grounds of liberty, civil and religious, 
better underſtood; never was the ſpirit 

of liberty more univerſally diffuſed. Men 
of all ranks entertain juſt ſentiments on 
this ſubject, and glow with the love of 
freedom. The lenity of the government 
is in our favour; but the Hpirit of the 
times is much more in our favour. This 
gives us room to hope, that, ſhould a 
254 miniſtry 
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Miniſtry ariſe diſpoſed to draw the ſword 
which hangs over our heads, the people 
would take the alarm, when they beheld 
the. inſtrument of deſtruction wielded, 
and command its return to the peaceful 
ſcabbard. Even under the continuance 
of the preſent mild government, our ſe- 
curity ariſes from this quarter. Was it 
not that ſentiments of liberty now are 
underſtood, and their reaſonableneſs felt 
by all, is it probable the laws would 
long continue a dead letter? To pro- 
cure the execution of them would gra- 

tify the malevolent; the ignorant would 
not be aſhamed of it; and the poor would 


find their intereſt in it. A legal pro- 
tection is denied us. An honourable 


branch of the legiſlature indeed has voted 
their repeal, has voted. us a legal ſe- 
curity : but the ſacred Body (one wor- 
thy Prelate g, nobly and fingularly true 
to the rights of humanity and the liberty 
of Chriſtians, excepted) from whom, as 
by office the guardians of Chriſtian Li- 


The Biſhop of Lincoln, 
TY 
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berty, we might have expected a ready 
concurrence and generous votes for us, 
have voted againſt us, and ſtopped ſhort 
our application in its progreſs to the 

| throne. In this ſtate our rejoicing is, 
that reaſon and humanity are on our ſide, 
and we hope a conviction of the juſtice 
of our cauſe, univerſally prevalent 
amongſt the Laity, will be our ſafe- 
guard. Whilſt ſecurity is withheld by 


B—ps, it is granted by the ſenſe of 
= mankind. This is our felicity, a feli- 


city never enjoyed by former ages in ſo 
perfect a degree. Our fore- fathers would 
have been glad to have ſeen our days, 
but did not ſee them. To live when 
bigotry dares not execute the ſentence 
the laws enact, is a bleſſing reſerved for 
us by that ſupreme power, who deter- 
mines the times before appointed, and 
the bounds of our habitation, This 
ſhould enliven our piety, which the en- 
joyment of liberty (to whatever cauſe 
ve are indebted for it) gives us an op- 
portunity of exerciſing according to the 
fiQtates of our conſcience ; and it ſhould 


animate 
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animate onr attachment to that cauſe, 
which mankind applauds, and defends. 


Yes, my Brethren, you will allow me 
to embrace the opportunity of animating 
your zeal for the Difſenting Intereſt, and 
for Liberty, and exhorting you to exert 
yourſelves with vigour in the further 
proſecution of this point, the legal 
ſecur ty of our perſons and rights as 
Miniſters, or tutors. The quiet we 
at preſent enjoy, from the lenity of 
the government, the connivance of the 
Biſhops and the Clergy—and, above all, 
from the Genius of the Age, furniſhes 
no valid reaſon againſt a perfect Toles 
* ration : for this being ſuch as true 
< policy, humanity, and religion Gic- 
_ tate, once paſſed into a law, and that 
2% in conſequence of a full, free, and ac- 
«« curate diſcuſſion of the matter; I ſay, 
&« ſuch a Toleration would be a fence 
40 againſt tyranny, Which neither the 
& arts, nor inſolence of perſecution 

* Dr. Stennet s free and ene Account of 
the Application of the Diſſenting Miniſters, p. 1. 
K * would 


„ 
« would eaſily deſtroy *.” It is ſaid, 
we are in no danger, as there is no in- 
tention to execute them. But it does 
* not give us the moſt favourable 
« opinion of this argument to conſider, 
e that it operates juſt the contrary way 
„ to all other reaſonings. The direct 
« rule of civil politicks is, the more ab- 
ſurd the law, the more reaſon for re- 
« pealing it. But the rule of eccleſiaſtic 
„ politicks runs inverſely the more ab- 
ſurd the law, the leſs reaſon for re- 
«c pealing it *.“ Let indeed this plea 
have all the weight, it 4s ſuppoſed to 
poſſeſs : our condition ſurely is muta- 
ble : the Miniſtry of future times may 
not have the ſame juſt ſentiments, or 
good ſpirit. The opinions of mankind 
undergo a ſtrange revolution in the com- 
paſs of a few years. Men change; and 
the times change. It ſhould ſeem that 
Policy now thinks the Terror of of theſe 
laws of ſome uſe: Policy hereafter may 


a6 


* Mauduit's Caſe of the Diſſenting Miniſters, 
P. 22, &c. 2 
judge 
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judge the execution of them ſtill more 


uſeful. Generous ſentiments for liberty 


of conſcience now prevail, but is this 
any argument that they will continue to 


prevail? The free Republicks of anti- 
quity became ſlaves; and the praying 
times of the Commonwealth and of 
Cromwell were followed by an age of 
debauchery, infidelity and ſcepticiſm. 


You will not then regard ſuch reaſonings 


as any bar to the moſt active endeavours, 


to procure legal protection to ourſelves, 


and to convey down the bleſſing of the 
firmeſt ſecurity human affairs admit, to 
poſterity. The thought that, now, or 
hereafter, your Miniſters, may be impo- 
veriſhed and ſent to a gaol is painful to 
you, and your minds ſtart back from 
the proſpect with generous ſympathy. 
Yet we are actually expoſed to theſe 
evils: and the only perfect and ſtable 


ſecurity is refuſed. Can you here be 


ſilent ſpectators? Does not eſteem and 


friendſhip for your Miniſters engage you 


to unite with them, as opportunity of- 


£45 3 
fers, in the proſecution of the important 
object; in which their wiſhes, their 
hearts, and deſires, have been harmo- 
niouſly united ? With them, as perſons 
more immediately intereſted in it, did 
this application originate, and from their 
ſubſcriptions have the expences of it in 
a great meaſure been defrayed. And 
here peculiar thanks, and peculiar ho- 
nour, are due to thoſe in the Capital, 
with whom it began, and by whom it 
hath been carried on. Poſterity will read 
their names with pleaſure, and hold 
their memory in grateful eſteem. It 
reflects honour alſo on the general body 
of Diſſenting Miniſters through the 
kingdom; that they have expreſſed fo 
unanimous an approbation of the deſign, 
and have given to the proſecution of it 
the countenance and weight of their 
names. Here we have forgotten our 
different ſentiments in religion, and 
have ſet an example of harmony, future 
times may imitate, whilſt the preſent 
admire. But methinks the honour and 


grati- 


646) 
gratitude, to which this application will 
entitle them who have contrived, con- 
ducted and aſſiſted it, ſhould not be 
ſhared only by your Miniſters. Indeed 
honour and thanks do belong to ſome 
worthy Gentlemen amongſt the Laity : 
to Him *, who: both times made the 
motion for leave to bring in the Bill; to 
Him +, whoſe pen has ſhewn him a 
warm and able advocate for our cauſe ; 
to thoſe, who have forwarded the mat- 
ter by their voluntary and generous ſub- 
ſcriptions towards the expence of it; and 
to a conſiderable number, who have laid 
the merits of the Application before par- 
ticular Members of the Houſe. Theſe 
examples ſhould animate you all, Gen- 
tlemen, to exert yourſelves. with. ſpirit 
in this Cauſe. | 

It is your Cauſe, as well as ours. If 
you value our labours, and improve in 
knowledge, piety and virtue, under our 
miniſtrations; our ſecurity in the diſ- 


* Sir Henry Houghton. +. Mr, Iſrael Mauduit, 


charge 
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charge of our paſtoral functions is a 
point that nearly concerns you. And 
ſo, undoubtedly, is the power of edu- 
cating your children according to your 
own ſentiments, and in ſeminaries you 
can beſt approve. The enjoyment of 
your privileges and rights, as Chriſtians 
and Parents, is inſeparable from our 
ability to appear in the character of Tu- 
tors, or of your Monitors in Chriſt. 

In a more general and enlarged view 
of the affair, the Cauſe is yours. Vou 
will ſurely deem the cauſe of religious 
Liberty, and of Truth, and the exten- 


ſion of Toleration, whoever ſhall re- 


ceive the immediate benefit of it, your 
Cauſe. The excellency of your princi- 
ples, upon the reaſonableneſs and equity 
of which our application has proceeded; 
invites your countenance and afliſtance. 
You cannot but ſee, and lament' the un- 


happy influence of human laws and re- 


ſtraints upon religion ; and feel you not 
ſome, generous and pious wiſhes, to have 
theſe obſtructions to enquiry and true 


religion 


* 
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religion removed, urging you on to ac- 


tive endeavours to reſcue yourſelves and 
others from an influence ſo repugnant to 
the Liberty, wherewith Chriſt hath 


made us free? You cannot lend your 
encouragement to this Cauſe without aſ- 
fiſting the eſtabliſhment of pure Chriſ- 


tianity, and without taking a conſidera- 


ble ſtep towards placing religion on its 
proper baſis, the ſole authority of God. 

The intereſt of non-conformity to hu- 
man edicts, and creeds, and inſtitutions 
in religion, is an intereſt. you need not 


be aſhamed to eſpouſe : nay, when it is 
conſidered what have been the religious 


principles and rites eſtabliſhed by men 
In every age, or country ; principles and 


rites ridiculous and ſuperſtitious, un- 
worthy of God, without any foundation 
in revelation, and little auſpicious to ' 


manly piety and the practice of righteouſ- 


neſs ; when this is conſidered, I am al- 


moſt tempted to ſay, a ſenſible and vir- 
tuous man has reaſon to be aſhamed of 
being a ConFokRMisT. At leaſt, ſhould 


you be backward to appear as the Pa- 


trons 
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trons and Advocates of Nox-Coxok- 
MIT v, when you reflect that herein you 
will follow the example of a glorious 
multitude of faithful witneſſes; I mean 
not, your pious anceſtors only, but thoſe 
worthies, the account of whoſe'zeal and 
_ ſufferings in this cauſe ſtand preſerved 
in the faithful pages of ſacred hiſtory. 
What is the BiBLE itſelf, but an hiſtory 
of NoN-conNFORMITY through the dif- 
ferent ages of the world, an hiſtory of 
the extraordinary meaſures and appear- 
ances of divine Providence to counte- 
nance and ſupport it? ABRAHAM was 
a Non-conformiſt : ſo were ELijJan, 
DANIEL, and the three Worthies that 
were caſt into the fiery furnace. Jesus _ 
and his Apoſtles were Non-conformiſts, 

and Diſſenters from the Pagan eſtabliſh- 
ments then ſubſiſting, and from the laws 
and traditions, by which the Jewiſh re- 
ligion had been corrupted. What was 
the calling of ABAAHAM, what were 
the different diſpenſations of Moſes and 
Chriſt, but meaſures uſed by heaven it- 
ſelf to counteract the power and influ- 
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ence of human inſtitutions in reli- 
gion, and of the principles and practices 
ſuperſtition had invented, to which cuſ- 
tom had lent a ſanction, and which au- 
thority had eſtabliſhed on the ruins of 
true religion and rational piety? What 
ſcenes doth the Book of REVELATION 
exhibit, but the ſufferings, fortitude, 


and zeal of the Saints, who keep the com- 


mandments of God and the faith of Je- 
ſus; who have not worn the mark of 
the beaſt, and who have kept their gar- 
ments undefiled? It holds forth their 
noble pattern, and their future diſtin- 
guiſhed triumphs and honours. The 
luſtre of ſuch names, this view of the 


Sacred Hiſtory incite and call you forth, 


to ſtand up on every occaſion for Truth, 


and divine faith. You cannot appear in 


better company, than in that of the 
Apoſtles, Prophets, and Patriarchs : of 
that holy band, who have been guided to 
true religion by Moſes, and led to the 
Temple of Truth and glory by Jeſus, 
the faithful witneſs. | 


If 
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If any other attempt ſhould be made, 
as moſt probably there will, in what 
manner you ſhall aſſiſt the defign, muſt 
be left to your own wiſdom to dictate. 
Yet I may be allowed to refer it to your 
Judgment, whether it would not be a 
material ſervice, if an Application was 
to come from the whole body of the 
Diſſenting Laity ? Or will it not be in 
your power, by your influence, or your 
generous ſubſcriptions, to teftify your 
approbation of our Petition, and your 
good wiſhes for its ſucceſs? Your good 
ſenſe muſt determine the way of proc 
ceeding. Whilſt not merely for the 
fake of our perſonal intereſt, but for the 
ſake of Truth and religious Liberty in 
general, it is, in my apprehenſion, a very 
defirable thing, that you would all, as 
one man, declare and ſhew, that you 
eſteem the cauſe as your own, and that 
you embark in it as the caufe of Chriſt 
and of Mankind. 
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I have now only to requeſt, that your 


candor may throw a veil over the imper- 
fections, and excuſe the freedom of this 


Addreſs : and am, - 


GENTLEMEN, 
With great Reſpect, 


Yaur obedient humble Servant. 


LETTER 


(6 
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Jo the Rev. Miro monomer 


| Reverend SIR, 
TAKE up my pen, in „ 
with your condeſcending requeſt to 
have my opinion, on the propriety and 
lawfulneſs of making the Declaration 
propoſed by the Diſſenting Miniſters, 
in their late Application to Parliament, 
in the room of the Subſcription to the 
Articles of the Church of England, to 
which the Toleration Act obliges them. 
The queſtion appears rather nice and 
difficult. I therefore enter upon it with 
great diffidence; and ſhould fcarcely 
proceed, had J not the fulleſt perſuaſion 
of your candour, 
The Declaration runs in theſe terms: 
« A. B. do declare, as in the preſence 
of Almighty God, that I am a Chri- 
E 3 ſtian 
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| *i ſtian and a Proteſtant : and that, as 


„ ſuch, I do receive the revelation of the 
* Willof God, contained in theScriptures 
© of the Old and New Teſtament, as the 
* rule of my Faith and Practice.“ The 
matter of this declaration is ſuch as no 
Chriſtian will diſpute, or object to. The 


ſcruple, which lies on the minds of ſome 


of our worthy Brethren ariſes, I ap- 
prehend, only from the circumftances of 
making this ſolemn acknowledgment ; 
the doing it at the reguiſition of the magi/- 
trate, and to ſcreen ourſelves from pains 
and penalties. This appears to them, to 


- infer the acknowledgment of human au- 


thority in matters of religion, and“ ſet- 
e ting our ſeal to that uſurpation, which 


« js in the higheſt degree criminal, in- 


« jurious and piofane: and this com- 
re pliance ſtrikes them, as involving in it 


e the guilt of Treaſon againſt theic 


& Lord and Saviour.” 
Now it is a point agreed upon by all 


ſides, even by thoſe who can conſcien- 
tioufly comply with, and who vindicate, 


a compliance with this Declaration; 
that 


E 
that on the principles both of natural 
Equity and of Chriſtianity, “ abſolute 
Liberty in the affairs of Religion, be- 
5 longs to us as reaſonable creatures.” 
e It is a right eſſential to our nature; 
ce that no penal laws ſhculd be enacted 
« which have religion for their object. 
« All agree, that Religion, in every 
« form of it, in which it is conſiſtent 
e with the ſafety of the State, has an 
unlimited title to indulgence : that 
ce Liberty of Conſcience ought not to be 
« confined to Chriſtianity ; nor has the 
« magiſtrate, properly and ſtrictly, a 
« right to interpoſe in religious matters, 
* ſoas to lay any reſtraint, or preſcribe 
« any Teſt, to thoſe v/ho behave as peace- 
«© able ſubjects.“ The queſtion then is, 
whether making the above Declaration is 
repugnant to theſe ſentiments : whe- 
ther it is an acknowledgment of the 
authority of the Magiſtrate, in matters 
merely religious, and a departure from 
our avowed and juſt principles? As for 
myſelf, according to my preſent view of 
the ſubject, it appears to me, that it is 
not, I do not ſee that a ſubmiſſion to 

E 4 the 


„ | 
the requiſitions of a ſuperior, who has 
us in his power, is always an acknow- 
ledgment, or a tacit allowance of his 
right. —The Confeſſion, in the caſe be- 

fore us, ſeems juſtified by the examples 
and precepts of Scripture.—And it is 
certainly recommended by prudence, and 
| enforced by the neceſſity of the caſe, 

A compliance with the requiſition of 
the Magiſtrate is undoubtedly a ſubmiſ- 
ſion to the authority he claims: but it 
does not neceſſarily imply, that we own 
thereby the authority to be legal, and 
his claims well founded. I may not 
find myſelf in a ſituation to conteſt and 
diſpute his right. The obedience yield, 
therefore, will only imply, that I find 
my intereſt and ſafety materially con- 
nected with a ſubmiſſion to his require- 
ments: not that I approve of theſe re- 
quirements as founded on equity and 
juſtice. Some caſes may be ſuppoſed 
that will illuſtrate this. My lot, per- 
haps, is ſo unhappily caſt, that I live 
under a government, the ſpirit of which 
is tyrannical, and the laws and cuſtoms 

oppreſſive. 


1 


oppreſſive. My fortune is an object, on 


which the rapacious tools and miniſters 


of government may fix their greedy eye. 
On ſome groundleſs ſuſpicions, or falſe 
accuſations, my perſon is ſeized, and I 
am hurried away from friends and con- 
nections, and confined in ſome remote, 
cloſe, and unknown priſon. Here the 
tortures of the rack are uſed, or the 
proſpect of an enlargement is offered, to 
draw from me the diſcovery of my 


riches. I give in a detail of my effects, 


in what they conſiſt, and where they 
lie, Would this compliance be an ac- 
knowledgement of any right, in theſe 
agents of an unrighteous ſtate? Would 
it be an avowal that theſe proceedings 
are equitable and juſt? No: it is not 
performed as an act of ſubjection, and 
duty to reaſonable authority, but purely as 
a prudential ſurrender of an inferior part 
of my rights, for the ſecurity and liberty 
of my perſon, which are things of much 
greater value. Another caſe, which 
ſuggeſts itſelf here, is that of paying 
Tithes, and contributing to the ſupport 
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4 
of thoſe on whoſe preaching we cannot 
attend, conſiſtently with the judgment of 
our own minds, and our beſt improve- 
ment. Numbers ſubmit to the law, in 
this reſpect, whoſe compliance can by 
no means be deemed a tacit approba- 
tion of it, or an acknowledgement of 
the Magiſtrate's right to enact this law. 
Many ſubmit to it, who in a political 
view are ready to condemn it, and in a 
religious one reckon it unjuſtifiable.— 
A third caſe, which ſeems to come 
nearer to the point in hand, is that of re- 
giſtering places for public worſhip; eſpe- 
cially as thoſe who aſſemble in them, 
when regiſtered, are not entitled to the 
benefit of the Toleration Act, if they re- 
fuſe, when called to it, to take the oaths 
of ſupremacy and allegiance, and to ab- 
jure Popery. Here the Magiſtrate lays re- 
ſtraints and limitations upon the exerciſe 
of religion, and encumbers the worſhip 


of God with his injunctions. Yet is 


there any one of us, who would eſteem 
a compliance with theſe a conſent to his 
right of interfering in religion? Is there 

| any 


16 


any one of us, who would diſſuade our 


friends of the Laity, from opening their 


places of worſhip under the ſanction of 
a legal protection and ſecurity, becauſe 
the acts by which they procure this pro- 
tection may be miſconſtrued, as allowing 
the Magiſtrate a legal authority to grant, 
with- hold, or limit, at his pleaſure, the 
liberty of adoring the Almighty, in the 
ſocial offices of religion, according to 
the dictates of their conſciences? And 
yet in this he as reaily afſumes a power IN 
SACB1S, as in affording: Toleration to us 
their Miniſters, only on making the 
Declaration in queſtion *? In theſe caſes 
my mind can eafily ſeparate between a 


* Several inſtances might alſo be alledged, of a 
general compliance with the Magiſtrate's introdu- 
cing his Religion, in a very exceptionable manner, 


into our civil Concerns: Such as the mode of admi- 


niſtring Oaths on the Bible, proving Wills in Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Courts; and, above all, the Caſe of 
MaxR1AGE, that grand line by which our Succeſ- 
ſion to Property is regulated, which, though a civil 
Contract, is required to be performed as a religious 
Ceremony, and that according to the Rites of the 
e/}abliſhed Church. 
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14 60 
compliance with 3 and an ac- 
knowledgment of the reaſonableneſs and 
equity of that aſſumed power. When 
the Magiſtrate requires an aſſent to his 
Creed, and propoſes to our ſubſcription 
any explanatory articles, as the ground 
and condition of Toleration, the matter 
wears, in my apprehenſion at leaſt, ano- 
ther aſpect, and admits not of this de- 
fence. For in this caſe, not only is hu- 
man power and authority exerted in fa- 
_ vour of religion, but the points of faith, 
to which our aſſent is required, are hu- 
man, the mere docttines of men. Now 
a perſon may give his teſtimony to the 
divine Miſſion of Chriſt, and the au- 
thority of the Scriptures, at the requi- 
ſition of the Magiſtrate, without ac= 
knowledging his right to exact this teſ- 
timony : becauſe this is to declare and 
avow his reverent ſubmiſſion to an evi - 
dence and authority, independent of and 
diſtinct from the Magiſtrate's ; for on 
ſack a foundation theſe truths reſt ; 
whereas He, the Magiftrate, cannot im- 
port to any of his deciſions and explana- 

| tions 


(66 


tions of the Goſpel, a divine evidence 


and authority. Theſe are ſolely human, 


dictated by man's judgment, or founded 
perhaps on ignorance, and confirmed by 
no divine atteſtations, but ſupported 
merely by human power and authority. 
And if they ſhould be agreeable to our 


views and ſentiments about the doctrine 


of Chriſt, yet this does not alter their 
nature; for our own ſenſe and interpre- 
tation of the words of Scripture, and 
the truths of the Goſpel, are equally hu- 
man. So that to ſubfcribe them at the 
Magiſtrate's mandate, is to ſet him up 


as a law-giver and maſter in the Church 


of Chriſt, either ſeparately, or in con- 
junction with ourſelves, in contradiction 
to his expreſs law, and in oppoſition to 
him, who is our ſole Lawgiver and Maſ- 
ter. In this caſe we profeſs only the 
Creed of the Magiſtrate; we yield to 
and avow His authority alone, Not the 
Creed given from Heaven, not our alle- 
giance to Chriſt is profeſſed and declared, 
Nothing but what is human is yielded 
to, embraced, and acknowledged. This 

1 | ſeems 
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ſeems tomake an evident and material 
difference. Here the acknowledgement 
of the Magiſtrate's authority, and of 
that only, is intimately united with, and 
inſeparable from, a compliance with his 
requiſition : but it is not ſo in the other 
eaſe. Upon this footing, I think, 
we may be vindicated, by pleading that 
our ſubmiſſion to his requirements, does 
not, in all inſtances, {ſuppoſe our ac- 
knowledgement of their being proper 
and juſt : nay, in ſome caſes, it cannot 
have this meaning: and ſuch is the ſpi- 
rit of the Declaration in queſtion, and 
ſuch are our avowed ſentiments on this 
head, that, I conceive, it ought not here 
to be conſtrued or underſtood, as infer- 
ring any ſuch meaning, or deſiggn. 

But furher, the Scripture Precepts and 
Examples, to ſay the leaſt, look much 
in favour of the Declaration we are con- 
ſidering. The matter of the Declaration 
feems nothing more than what we are, 
by the expreſs injunctions of the New 
Teſtament, required to make, on any 
occafion, and without any limitation. It 

| Is 
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is an avowal of the divine Miſſion oß 


Jeſus Chriſt, and of his authority and 
ſupremacy in his church. Itis only an 
acknowledgement of his ſacred character. 
And this is the grand criterion of our 
Chriſtian profeſſion, the great article 
we are commanded to avouch. For, 
with a particular reference to the caſe of 
being ſummoned before the tribunal of 
the Magiſtrate, our Lord ſays, Who- 
*© ſever ſhall confeſs me before men, 
« him will I confeſs before my Father, 
„ which is in Heaven,” So far from 
countenancing. our reſerve and filence, 
when required by Governors and Kings 
to give an account of our faith, our di- 
vine Maſter encouraged his Apoſtles to 
expect extraordinary aſſiſtance, to expect 
they ſhould be inſpired with ſupernatu- 
ral wiſdom and fortitude, to enable them 
to reply to the requiſition of thoſe in 
power. © When they deliver you up, take 


5 no thought how, or what you ſhall 


% ſpeak : for it ſhall be given you in 


< that ſame hour what you ſhall ſpeak,” 


Matt. x. 19. The Apoſtle Peter lays 


it 
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it down as a general and univerſal rule; 


* Be ready always to give an anſwer to 
% every man that aſketh you a reaſon of 
„ the hope that is in you,” 1 Pet. iii. 


15. 


Dr. Benſon's note here is pertinent, 


and a- propos. They were to give a 
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reaſon unt every one, that aſked them 
for a reaſon. By which the generality 
of Expoſitors underſtand the Mag:/- 
trate ; who (as ſome alledge) had a 


right to call them to an account and 


examine them concerning their Reli- 
gion. I apprehend that no Magiſtrate 
has any right to call any man to ac- 
count for religious ſentiments ; no, 
nor for religious actions, any further 
than ſuch actions interfere with the 
peace and welfare of civil ſociety, 


But, as the Heathen Magiſtrates were 
wont to call the Chriſtans to an ac- 


count, whether right or wrong; I 
ſuppoſe St. Peter might here inglude 


them; and that chiefly ; though he 


doth not ſeem to exclude any other 

perſons, who were defirous to know 

12855 what Chriſtians founded their 
« hope,” 


663 


1% hope.” Theſe texts, in my appre- : 


henſion, allow, nay command, us to 
anſwer, at the requiſition of the Magiſ- 
trate, upon the grand article of our 
faith, and the great object of it; with- 
out entering into the queſtion of his 
right, or of the principles and views 
with which he demands a Declaration of 
our Faith. It hence becomes our duty, 
without any limitation of perſons or 


coccaſions, to avow our belief in Chriſt's. 


divine character before men, whenever 
called upon to do it. For theſe exhor- 
tations run perfectly in a general train : 
no cautions are thrown in; no caſes are 
excepted, which exempt us from an 
obedience to them, and juſtify our re- 
fuſing the declaration of our faith and 
hope. A refuſal here is a violation of an 
expreſs command. It is to be ſilent 


where it is our duty to be frank, explicit 


and open. It is to be ſilent, where our 
reply, if agreeable to the genius and ſpi- 
rit of this precept, would afford a public 
and determinate teſtimony to the Lord- 
ſhip of Chriſt, and would exhibit his 
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Religion in its true and moſt honourable 
light, as a divine ſcheme, independent 
of human authority, and furniſhing a 
ſole and unerring ſtandard of faith and 
practice. Whether this Confeſſion will 
expoſe us to penalties, or ſcreen us from 
them, is not the pcint on which the pro- 
priety and duty of it turns. For that we 
recognize and avow our attachment to 
our Maſter and Redeemer, upon all occa- 
ſions that offer themſelves, is a thing 
in itſelf reaſonable and proper. We are 
not to be intimidated from it, it is true, 
by the proſpect of a priſon, or a croſs. 
But; if by it we can ſet our faith in a fa- 
vourable and attractive light, and make 
it appear that, ſo far from meriting the 
diſpleaſure of the higher powers, and 
calling for the uſe of the ſword to ſup- 
preſs and extirpate it, it deſerves their 
protection and eſteem; certainly, in this 
caſe, it is ſtill a duty, dictated by our 
regard for the Goſpel, the reception and 
ſucceſs of which we ought to have at 
heart. If danger is not to deter us from 
it: can the proſpect of ſecuring to our- 
ſelves 


„ 
ſelves the enjoyment of liberty and ſafety 
in the profeſſion of Chriſtianity, or in 
promoting the knowledge of it, be 
eſteemed a reaſon why we ſhould not do 
it; becauſe the perſon, who calls upon 


us to do it with this deſign, has in fact 


no natural right to make our civil peace 
and liberty depend upon ſuch terms? 
The exhortations before quoted appear to 
point out the proper anſwer in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, as well as in thoſe of ſuffer- 
ing and perſecution. 

From them I would appeal to the ex- 


amples of the New Teſtament, to the con- 


duct of Chriſt and of his Apoſtles. Wit- 
neſs our divine Lord's behaviour towards 
the High Prieſt, and Pontius Pilate, 
Though he was long ſilent againſt all ac- 
cuſations, yet when the High Prieſt ad- 


jured him, and examined him on oath, 


« whether He was the Chriſt,” he re- 
plied immediately, * Thou haſt faid,” 
1. e. I am. Matt. xxvi. 63. with 
Mark xiv. 62. Though He returned no 
anſwer to the many queſtions, which 
Herod put to him, becauſe this Prince 
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did not preſerve even the external pro- 
ꝓriety and decorum of his character as a 
judge, but treated him with inſult and 
contempt, and ſeemed to have no end in 
view, but the gratifying his curioſity: 
yet when Pilate, with the apparent diſ- 
intereſtedneſs of a judge, who wiſhed to 
ſearch into the truth, and paſs ſentence 
with equity, ſaid unto him, Art thou 
« a King then?” Jeſus anſwered, 
« Thou ſayeſt that I am a King. To 
« this end was I born, and for this cauſe 
« came I into the world, that I ſhould 
ec beat witneſs unto the truth. Every 
e one that is of the Truth heareth my 
i voice; John xviii. 18. This the 
Apoſtle ftiles “ a good confeſſion ; ” 
Fim. vi. 43. - Herein the firſt 
Preachers of his Religion, who were 
employed to plant his Goſpel in the 
world, imitated their Maſter. They 
were ſummoned before Magiſtrates and 
Princes; they were interrogated about 

the power, by which they preached and 
wrought their miracles : they replied ; 
they declared and publiſhed, on theſe 
occaſions, the leading facts and truths 
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of Chriſtianity; they avowed the divine 
Miiſion and Character of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and entered into long apologies for their 


faith and conduct. Thus we hear the 
Apoſtle Paul avouching before Felix: 


« This I confeſs unto thee, that after the 


* way they call hereſy, ſo worſhip I the 
* God of my Fathers, believing all 


© things which are written in the law 


* and the prophets : and have hope to- 
« wards God, which they themſelves 
* alſo allow, that there ſhall be a reſur- 
«« rection of the dead, both of the juft 
* and unjuſt.” Acts xxiv. 14, 15. Tt 
is obſervable, that He ſuits the ſtile and 
tenor of his profeſſion to the accuſation, 
ſo that it might be an exact contraſt to 


the charge againſt him; and he fingled 


out the Articles of his Faith, which bore 
a perfect agreement with the doctrines 
his accuſers embraced. This anſwer is 


very ſimilar to the Declaration we pro- 


pole, when He avows, that he believed 


all things written in the law and the 


_ prophets. In another place we find him 
entering into a long vindication of his 
#4 own 
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own character, and of the Faith He 
preached, before Agrippa. The Hiſtory 
of the New Teſtament, beſides the ex- 
ample of the Author and Finiſher of our 
Faith, furniſhes indeed various examples 
of the Apoſtles making a ready declara- 
tion of their Chriſtian principles, before 
the tribunal of Princes, and of their an- 
ſwering at the requiſition and demand 
of the Magiſtrate. 
Probably it will be ſaid: That 
*« theſe are not Caſes in point. That 
te the profeſſion made in theſe inſtances 
was nat to ſecure Liberty to propagate 
* and teach, as well as profeſs Chriſ- 
“ tianity, And that, when our Lord 
* and his Apoſtles were ſummoned be- 
fore civil Magiſtrates, they were ar- 
raigned as forming claims, or enter- 
taining and ſpreading opinions, ſub- 
verſive of the prerogative of Cæſar, or 
of the publick peace of the commu- 
nity: To overthrow this Charge it 
was neceſſary ſor them to explain the 
“ principles of their Religion, with their 
* reaſons for adopting them; that the 
79 « pacific 
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4 pacific nature of thoſe principles, and 
te the propriety of their conduct in en- 
« deavouring to diſſeminate them, might 
te be manifeſt to all before whom they 
« had an opportunity of making their 
% defence.” But, by way of reply 


to this reaſoning, may it not be aſked : 


if it were abſolutely unlawful to avow 
our Chriſtian principles before a Magiſ- 
trate, would the Apoſtles have done it ? 
If it had been a tacit owning of his 
power in ſacris, would Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles have replied at all at his requi- 
fition ? Would not thoſe holy perſons, 
who ſtudied to preſerve in their conduct 


a conſiſtent adherence to rectitude, have 


contented themſelves with merely aſſert- 
ing their innocence, and appealing: to 


their general conduct in proof thereof? 


Would they not have declared, that they 
were ready in any other place, and at 
any other time, to explain and avow 
their principles, but they could not do 
it then, as it would be a virtual and tacit 
acknowledgment, that the Truth of 


God was ſubject to the cognizance and 
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ſentence of earthly tribunals? Would 
they not even have entered their proteſt, 
againſt the propriety and equity of being 
thus called to an account? Or rather, 
would they not have been ſilent? Some- 
thing of this behaviour, in my appre- 
henſion, might have been expected from 
them. But the fact is, they did neither 


evade an anſwer, nor were ſilent. They 


ſerupled not to make a Declaration of 
their Faith, at the requiſition and demand 
of the Magiſtrate. And is not their ex- 
ample here a ſanction for us to do the 
ſame? The Declaration propeſed to be 


made by us, like that which they made, 


is alſo a vindication of our principles; 
it ĩs a fair exhibition of our peculiar Cha- 
racter as Diſſenters, and of our Faith as 
Chriſtians ; It is a juſtification and apo- 
logy for our diſſeminating religious 
principles and traths, becauſe we hereby 


own that we endeavour to advance the 


knowledge and practice, of Chriſtianity, 
and make the BiBLE the rule of our tchi- 


| gious ſentiments and conduct. This 


eue a duty we owe to our principles, 
that 


E 


that their excellency may be known and 


diſplayed: a duty we owe to the Ma- 
giſtrate, that He may be ſatisfied He 
has has no reaſon to apprehend any thing 
contrary to the good of the community, 
and the public peace, from our doc- 
trines: A duty we owe to ourſelves, 

that our character may appear in ats juft 
light, and not lie expoſed to that oblo- 


quy, or contempt, which may ariſe from 


our principles being concealed; and that 
our ſecurity may not be infringed, nor 


our uſefulneſs interrupted, by the ground- 


| leſs ſuſpicions of jealous Governors, and 
the raſh exertion of their power. The 
avowal of their Chriſtian character was 
frequently, in the caſe of the Apoſtles, 
followed with impriſonments, penalties, 
and even death. But it is clear, from 


the ſtrain and ſpirit of their Apologies, 
that they endeavoured to place their Re- 


| ligion in ſuch a light, as might recom» 


mend it to the indulgence of the Ma- 


giſtrate, might divert his reſentment, 


and procure his protection and friendſhip 
to them. Their vindications, and the 


reaſons 
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(74) 
reaſons aſſigned by them of the hope 
that was in them, were managed with 
ſo. much caution, addreſs, and reſpectful 


deference to the good ſenſe and candor of 


their judges, as plainly to ſhew their 
view was to conciliate the kind regards 


of the Magiſtrate, and obtain his pro- 


tection. What but this, could in par- 
ticular be the deſign of the Apoſtle 
Paul's Appeal to Cæſar? What, but 
that He might ſcreen himſelf more ef- 
fectually from the malevolence of the 
Jews, and the partial proceſs of Feſtus, 
and that He might enjoy a greater pro- 
bability of purſuing. his Miniſtry, after 
having been tried and acquitted at the 
Tribunal of Cæſar, with ſecurity and 
peace, unmoleſted and unterrified ? 


Acts xxv. Here then the object the 


Apoſtles had in view in their Apologies, 
and which we ſeek by our Declaration, 
is, we ſee, the ſame, viz. the protec- 
tion of the Magiſtrate. They appear to 
have ſought it by owning their princi- 


ples: We, on the ſucceſs of our Petĩ- 


tion, ſhould have ſecured it. Their 
20 preaching 


CF 
preaching was againſt the Law of the 
State, and repugnant to the Jewiſh and 
Pagan Eſtabliſhments then in being : 
our preaching likewiſe, even according 
to the tenor of the Toleration-Act, and 
our inſtructing Youth, are offences 
againſt the laws, and deviations from 
the religious eſtabliſhment of this Coun- 


try. They were ſummoned before the 


Magiſtrate under the idea of being Cul- 
prits : and we are liable to be treated, 
as ſuch. In this ſituation they confeſſed 
their Faith, and pleaded in their de- 
fence: and we ſolicit relief, protection, 
and ſecurity; by offering to ſay that we 
are Chriſtians and Proteſtants, and be- 
lieve all things written in the Law, the 
Prophets, and the Goſpel. So that, on 
the whole, our Caſe appears not far un- 
like that of the Apoſtles, and our con- 


duct ſeems to bear a conformity to their 


great Example. If, indeed, our lot had 


been caſt under Magiſtrates, who would 


forbid us to preach in the name of 
Chriſt; it would become ogr duty to 
| . ſay, 


„ 
fay, as they nobly did, We ought to 
obey God, rather than Men.” Acts iv. 
19. 
80 far then, if my views of the mat- 
ter do nat deceive me, the making the 
Declaration propoſed is not an acknow- 
ledgement of the Magiſtrate's right te 
eſtabliſh | any, or what Religioa he 
pleaſes: and is no more than is re- 
quired in ſome expreſs precepts of the 
New Teſtament, and cauntenanced by 
the pattern of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. — 

It will not be difficult to ſhew, in 
the next place, . | 
That it is dictated by Prudence, and 
the Nature of our Situation, Conſide- 
rations. of. Prudence, it is granted, are 
drawn only from the proſpect of intereit 
and ſecurity, and the viewof advantages to 
be obtained by ourſelves, or our Brethren; 
and ſuch conſiderations can never juſtify, 
however. they may extenuate the guilt of 
doing what is in itſelf unlawful, con- 
trary to any dictates of conſcience, or 
any principles of Revelation. Yet, ſuch 
conſiderations may be allowed to have 


great 


„„ 
great and deſerved weight in determining 
our conduct, in Caſes where the point, 
about which we heſitate; is not unlaw- 
ful. Surely then, if neceſſity preſſes 
upon us, and an important point is to 
be gained, we are at liberty to feel the 
force of theſe motives, and to yield to 
it. This ſtrikes me, as the ſituation of 
Diſſenting Miniſters, with reſpect to 
the Declaration propoſed. That we 
ſhould confeſs Chriſt is a duty, in all 
circumſtances, and upon all occaſions. 
And if any difficulty or {cruple ſhould 
ariſe in the mind, when the Magiſtrate 
requires this of us, about the propriety 
of complying with his demand, I flatter 
myſelf the preceding remarks will con- 
tribute to obviate and remove it. And 
| then, though the Magiſtrate has no right 
to make our perſonal Liberty, in the 
exerciſe of our religious profeſſion, de- 
pend on this condition; though we 
may reaſonably with to ſee Toleration 
eſtabliſhed upon a ſtill more enlarged 
and liberal bottom yet our circum 
ſtances being what they are, the benefits , 
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to be ſecured by a compliance being 10 
conſiderable, doth it not become us to 
ſubmit to the force of theſe conſidera- 
tions? We find the Magiſtrate inveſted 
with a power over us, that, if exerted, 
would be highly oppreſſive and ruinous; 
we find ourſelves in a ſituation, that in 
ſome future period may prove very peri- 
lous, and at no ſeaſon can be agreeable 
to a generous mind: now if we can pre- 
vail with the Magiſtrate to reſign, in 
part, his power, if we can render our 
ſituation more eaſy and ſecure, certainly 
theſe are objects too deſirable, to be 
lightly given up. Even ſuppoſing that 
one out of ten cannot conſcientiouſly 
make this Declaration, yet if the other 
nine can comply, and will be placed by 
it out of the reach of unrighteous laws, 
and be freed from fear and danger, are 
not the ſecurity and repoſe of theſe nine 
to be ſought ; eſpecially when the tenth 
perſon will not be brought into a fitua- 
tion more hazardous than that in which 
he was before? Even from him whoſe 
eonſoience is ſo tender, and conſequently 
more 
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more ſuſceptible of every humane and 
benevolent impreſſion, one would expect 
generous wiſhes and generous endeavours 
for the ſafety of his nine Brethren, He 
would not have a deſire, that their more 
general benefit ſhould be ſacrificed to 
his ſcruples. 

It appears to me ſcarcely to a a 
debate, whether we ſhall accept, if we 
can obtain it, a Toleration upon the 
footing of a mere profeſſion of Chriſ- 
tianity; a Toleration far more liberal 
than former times ever knew ; though 
we cannot procure it upon the conſide- 


ration of our right to it, as Men. We 


are not indulged with the leaſt hope of 


obtaining it without this. What then 
remains, but that we muſt either ac- 
quieſce in our preſent ſituation, and con- 


tinue to hold our Liberty at the mercy 
of the Magiſtrate, at the pleaſure of the 


mercenary Bigot, or on the precarious 


ground of the Spirit of the Times, in- 
ſtead of poſſeſſing it by law, equitable 
and fixed Law : or that we make a vain 
reſiſtance to the terms propoſed, and 
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gain nothing, ſtand out and loſe every 


thing. That ſuch a reſiſtance, ſuch a 


ſtanding out will be in vain, - we are 


| taught and admoniſhed by the intima- 


tions we have received from thoſe in 
power; by the very objections ſtarted in 


both Houſes againſt the preſent Decla- 


ration, as too lax and indeterminate ; by 
the difficulties and obſtacles that have 
ariſen againſt our Application conducted 
upon this Plan; by the long uſage which 
hath interwoven the power the Magiſtrate 


Poſſeſſes over us into the very conſtitu- 


tion; by the improbability, in the nature 
of things, of obtaining every point at 
ence; by the reluctance, with which 


| men ever part with any power and au- 
: thority with which time, much more 


law, hath inveſted them,; and by the 
propriety of the Magiſtrate's requiring 


to know what is the religious profeſſion 


of his ſubjects, that he may be on his 


guard againſt any that hold a Faith ſub- 


verſive of civil obedience, and dangerous 
to government: When the Declaration 


ed how unhappily ſeru- 


pulous 


„„ 
pulous ſhall we be, if we refuſe to accept 
a Toleration upon ſuch terms. Rather 
prudence and wiſdom, as well as neceſ- 
fity urge our compliance here ; where 
not to cotnply would only betray our 
impotence; and perhaps diſpleaſe, dif- 
guſt, and irritate. 

If, on the other hand, a legal Toleras 
tion is obtained and received upon the 
condition of making this Declaration, 
future experience may convince the Ma- 
giſtrate he has loſt nothing, neither in- 
flaence nor eſteem, by abohſhing thoſe 
penal fences which had been erected 
about the particular Schemes and Ex- 
planations of Chriſtianity : and he may, 
by this, be led to reflect that Chriſtianity 
itſelf can derive no ſervice from the uſe 
of them, nor would he loſe any intereſt, 
or affection among his ſubjects, were he 
to rule upon a ſtill more generous and 
enlarged plan, and leave all of them, as 
to religion, ſecure and free. The Suc- 
ceſs of our Petition would remove ſome 
obſtructions, in the way to ſuch an exten- 
ſive Toleration. It would leave the 
c | i minds 
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minds of Men, whether in power or, not, 
more diſengaged to ſtudy the grounds and 
principles of religious Liberty. Hitherto, 
almoſt all Queſtions and Reaſonings on 
this ſubject, have been confined to the 
Cale of thoſe who embrace Chriſtianity, 
but under different forms and various ex- 
plications: the Enquiry will then natu- 
rally and eaſily be extended further, to 
the caſe of thoſe who are not Chriſtians 
new points, not yet ſo generally at- 
tended to, will offer themſelves to be 
conſidered and inveſtigated. The Right 
of all Parties of Chriſtians to a full To- 
leration being ſeen, owned, and legally 
ſettled; that of Jews, Deiſts, or Maho- 
metans will, of courſe, be the next ob- 
ject of enquiry x. This may prepare us 

PST, | er 


* The above can Fan be thought by any as 
going too far, after what even Mr. Hitchin hath 
faid : „I would not have a Socinian perſecuted for 
& denying the Deity, and Atonement of Chriſt, 
any more than I would a Jew for blaſpheming 
CL my Meſſiah, or denying that the true Meſſiah is 
6 yet come; nor would I dare to uſe one Mean to 
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5 
for, and haſten that happy period, when 
Chriſtianity, according to its original 
Genius, and the declaration of its divine 
Author, will be again a KINGDOM NOT 
OF-THIS WokLD. What generous mind, 
what Chriſtian does not glow with the 
enlivening hope ? Who would not with 
vigour contribute to introduce ſuch a 
happy ſtate of things? Who would not 
be active in taking any ſtep, that has 
even a remote tendency hereto ? Surely, 
to ſeek a legal Security of our Liberty 
upon the enlarged footing of a profeſſion. 
of Chriſtianity, upon terms that have ſo 
agreeable, ſo happy a tendency, is not 
e to ſupplicate for Chains,” or to take 
away all future probability of a free To- 
leration ! This free Toleration, of which 
| ſome Gentlemen tals now fo warmly, 
and which indeed is highly defirable, by 
the way, was never attempted, or ſought. 


« prevent their obtaining Liberty to worſhip their 
„ own God, in their own way.” Mr. Fell quotes 
this Declaration with approbation. FelPs Genuine 
Proteſtantiſin, p. 45. 
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after, and ſcarcely thought of, any fur- 
ther than as a thing in ſpeculation right; 
till the Application upon the preſent 
footing was begun and advanced; ſo that 
thoſe Miniſters who appear too ready to 
detract from the merit of the Com- 
mittee, with ſome of whom this Affair 
originated, muſt be obliged to own that 
THEIRS is the honour of giving birth to 
the actual Scheme of ſoliciting for this 
free Toleratian ; TUuEIRS the glory of 
taking the firſt meaſures, or any ſteps in 
procuring a legal Toleration at all. 

But I ſtop myſelf; for where is our 

wiſdom, where is that Love which 
ſhould unite us all together in harmo- 
nious bonds, in invidiouſly reflecting 
upon, or unfairly miſrepreſentipg | 
each other's ſentiments and conduct? 
Our unanimity alone can give us weight 
and influence. with the higher powers. 
Our unanimity is our bulwark. With- 
out this we ſhall ſink into contempt : 
neither will the Magiſtrate liſten to us, 
nor Mankind pay us any reſpect. Oh! 
that we could always, and more eſpe- 

5 cially, 
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cially now, be prevailed on to join 
hearts and hands in every thing condu- 
cive to our general benefit, and that each 
would look not to his own things, but 
to the things of others, and ftudy and 
act for the cauſe at large. I addreſs wiſe - 
Men, they will judge. | 

Thus I have, dear Sir, ventured to lay 
before you, encouraged by your requeſt, 
my fentiments on the confiſtency, pro- 
priety and lawfulneſs of making the De- 
claration propoſed, in the late Application 
to Parliament. How far what I have 
advanced, carries weight and reaſon with 
it, I ſubmit to your candour and judg- 
ment. If it can give ſatisfaction to you, 
or to any one who may entertain doubts 
on this head, it will yield great pleaſure 
8 


Your humble Servant; Ke. 
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